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This cour se sur veys the his-
tor y of Is lamic architecture 
from the beginning of Is lam 
in 7th-centur y Arabia to the 
present.  It cover s fi fteen 
centur ies and three conti-
nents  As ia , Afr i ca , and 
Europe in addit ion to recent 
developments in the US.  
The sur vey examines deci-
s ive moments in Is lamic his-
tor y, t r aces  the g loba l 
spread of  I s l am today,  

and introduces in f luent ia l 
pa t rons , th inker s , and 
designer s.  It studies repre-
s en t a t i ve  a r ch i t e c t u r a l 
examples beginning with the 
House of the Prophet in 
Medina and ending with cur-
rent megaprojects in the 
Per sian Gulf .  The examples 
are s i tuated with in the ir 
broad histor ical context and 
their  arch i tectura l , urban, 
and styl ist ic character ist ics 

are analyzed in conjunction 
with their pol it ical , socio-
economic , and inte l lectual 
set t ings .  S tudents  are 
encouraged to raise ques-
t ions and generate debates.  
The aim is to help them 
better under stand Is lamic 
architecture both as a ful l-
f ledged histor ical tradit ion 
and as a dynamic and inter-
active par t ic ipant in wor ld 
architectural histor y.   
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