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Since  i t s  i n c ep t ion  in  1977 ,  The  Aga  Khan  Award  fo r  A rch i t e c tu re  (AKAA)  ha s  r i s en  to  occupy  a  c en t r a l 
po s i t i on  in  the  s tudy  and  p romot ion  o f  a r ch i t e c tu re  in  the  l s l amic  wor ld .  Hundred s  o f  nomina t ed  p ro j e c t s 
have  been  s e l e c t ed ,  e va lua t ed ,  c r i t i qued ,  and  pub l i shed  ove r  the  l a s t  th i r t y  ye a r s  tu rn ing  th i s  doma in  f rom 
be ing  to t a l l y  neg l e c t ed  to  an  ine s c apab l y  a cknowledged  con t r ibu to r  t o  the  unde r s t and ing  o f  con t empora r y 
a r ch i t e c tu re .  Ye t ,  th e  mot i va t i on s  beh ind  the  AKAA,  i t s  i n t e l l e c tua l  roo t s ,  e vo lu t i on ,  d i a l e c t i c a l  r e l a t i on -
sh ip  w i th  i t s  w ide r  a r ch i t e c tu r a l  con t ex t ,  and  agenda s  have  r a re l y  be en  examined .

ln  an  a t t empt  to  r ed re s s  th i s  ove r s i gh t ,  the  s emina r  w i l l  a im  to  s i tua t e  the  AKAA in  the  l a r g e r  d i s cour s e 
on  l s l amic  a r ch i t e c tu re  a s  a  de s i gn  c a t ego r y,  a  d i s cour s e  tha t  unde r wen t  a  s e r i e s  o f  p ro found  sh i f t s  i n  the 
l a s t  c en tu r y.  Coy l y  emerg ing  a s  a  s e r i e s  o f  r e v i va l i s t  t r end s  tha t  mimicked  the  e c l e c t i c i sm o f  the  e a r l y 

1900s ,  l s l amic  a r ch i t e c tu re  r ema ined  on  the  marg in s  du r ing  the  l a t e  co lon i a l  and  e a r l y  na t i ona l i s t  p e r i od s 
when  the  more  voca l  c a t ego r y  o f  mode rn i t y  embod i ed  the  a r ch i t e c tu re  o f  the  ne w  na t i on - s t a t e s .  Th i s 
dominance ,  howeve r,  wa s  cha l l enged  and  some wha t  supp l an t ed  by  the  h i s to r i c i s t  impe tu s  o f  po s t -mode rn -
i sm,  wh i ch ,  a l ong  w i th  the  pa r a l l e l  bu rgeon ing  o f  c r i t i c a l  r e g iona l i sm ,  unde rg i rded  the  va r i ou s  e xpe r i -
ment s  w i th  l s l amic  a r ch i t e c tu re  o f  the  1970s ,  1980s ,  and  1990s .  Coming  on  the  s c ene  a t  tha t  moment ,  the 
AKAA in i t i a l l y  f o cu s ed  on  h i s to r i c a l  con t inu i t y,  v e rnacu l a r  r e v i va l ,  and  c r i t i c a l  r e g iona l i sm .  Bu t  in  a  b id 
to  r e spond  to  r i s ing  cha l l enge s  t o  a r ch i t e c tu re  and  deve lopment  such  a s  env i ronmenta l  d eg r ada t i on  and 
g loba l i z a t i on ,  the  AKAA pur v i e w  g re w  to  encompas s  con t empora r y  de s i gn ,  s o c i a l  hou s ing ,  communi t y 
improvement ,  h i s to r i c  p re s e r va t i on ,  r eu s e  and  a re a  con s e r va t i on ,  a s  we l l  a s  l and s cape  and  env i ronmenta l 
d e s i gn . 

The  s emina r  w i l l  f i r s t  e s t ab l i sh  the  h i s to r i c a l  b a ckg round  tha t  l ed  to  the  r e emergence  o f  l s l amic  a r ch i t e c -
tu re  and  the  c re a t i on  o f  the  AKAA bo th  a s  a  g auge  o f  tha t  a r ch i t e c tu re  a s  we l l  a s  an  in f luen t i a l  f a c to r  in 
shap ing  i t s  t r a j e c to r y.  l t  w i l l  t h en  u s e  the  p ro j e c t s  s e l e c t ed  and  the  l i t e r a tu re  p roduced  by  and  abou t  the 
AKAA a s  the  l en s  th rough  wh i ch  to  inve s t i g a t e  how con t empora r y  l s l amic  a r ch i t e c tu re ,  i n  a  r a the r  conc i l -
i a to r y  manne r,  i n co rpo ra t ed  va r i ou s  t e chno log i c a l l y  and  env i ronmenta l l y  d r i ven ,  adap t i ve  r eu s e ,  and  con-
s e r va t i on  conce rn s  w i th in  i t s  co re  h i s to r i c i s t  and  reg iona l i s t  c r i t e r i a  t o  a c commoda t e  the  d i ve r s e  cu r ren t s 
o f  though t s  a f f e c t ing  i t s  e vo l v ing  d i s cour s e .  Whe the r  th i s  p roce s s  i s  l e ad ing  to  an  iden t i f i ab l e  and  de f in -
ab l e  a r ch i t e c tu r a l  t r ad i t i on  o r  no t  i s  th e  que s t i on  tha t  w i l l  i n fo rm a l l  c l a s s  i nqu i r i e s .

C u l t u r a l  S i g n i f i c a t i o n  i n  A r c h i t e c t u r e :
A r c h i t e c t u r e  a f t e r  t h e  A g a  K h a n  A w a r d

PREREQUISITE: Permission of lnstructor. Open to advanced undergraduates and graduate students with some knowledge of lslamic architecture.

	 D A Y :   Tuesday
 TIME:  2:00 - 5:00
 ROOM: 	 5-216
	 INSTRUCTOR:   Nasser Rabbat 
 UNITS:  9 or 12
 LEVEL:  H

S P R I N G  2 0 1 1CLASS	 MECHANISM:  Each session will  be divided into two parts: a short lecture 
then presentations of weekly responses by students. In the first few weeks, responses 
to historical and theoretical readings will  be first presented during seminar meetings 
then submitted to instructor a week later (1-3 pp). ln the second part of the seminar, 
each student wil !  select one winning project from the category examined every week 
and write a critical appraisal of that project, to be presented in class. Students' 
appraisals will  be collected to form a parallel (electronic) publication to those done 
by the AKAA. The final paper is a 10-15 page reworking of one of the projects' 
reports submitted by the student, to be selected in consultation with the instructor.




