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Historiography of  

Islamic Architecture

This seminar offers a critical review of scholarship on Islamic architec-
ture in the last two centuries through close reading of texts, museum 
exhibitions, and architectural projects.  It also raises methodological 
and historiographical questions about the field’s formation, develop-
ment, and its historical and theoretical contours.  First is how can we 
study a culturally defined architectural tradition like Islamic architec-
ture without reducing it to essential and timeless categories?  Second, 
how can we critique the dominant Western architectural paradigm 
without discarding the idea of paradigm or turning away from its com-
parative examples?  Third, how can we rethink periodization in Islamic 
architectural history in a more internally representative way without 
cutting it off from a global historical framework? And fourth how can 
we reclaim the assumed temporal boundaries of Islamic architecture 
—Late Antiquity as a predecessor and Modernism as a successor— as 
constitutive forces in its evolution?

The course includes weekly reading and writing assignments and 
requires preparation of and participation in discussions.  A research 
paper is to be first presented in class and then submitted at the end 
of the term.  Topics are limited to in-depth studies of texts, represen-
tations, and scholarly traditions within the field. A short abstract and 
preliminary bibliography should be submitted by the fourth week. No 
text is required for the seminar.  All assigned readings will be available 
on the Stellar Site.
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