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This seminar will address the rise of the modern metropolis 
in the 19th century from the perspective of the encounter 
between Orient and Occident.  Paris, Baudelaire’s glisten-
ing capital of culture, has been central to debates on the 
emergence of the modern city.  Missing from these debates 
are the transcontinental currents that not only challenge 
the standard Eurocentric vision of modern urban life, but, 
more importantly, set the fraught relationship of modern-
ism with modernity in an entirely new perspective.  One of 
the strongest test cases for addressing this interpretive la-
cuna is the profound connection between Paris and Cairo 
throughout the long 19th century.  From the Napoleonic in-
vasion of 1798 to the construction of Baron Empain’s city of 
Heliopolis in 1908-10, the intensity of cross-cultural activity 
left its indelible stamp on the image of the two cities. This 
history forces us to reexamine Paris (the urban archetype 
of modernity) and Cairo (the urban archetype of colonial-
ism), and explore the dialectical relationship between them.
The course includes weekly reading and writing assign-
ments and requires participation in discussions.  Students’ 
research will be presented in class and will be the basis of 
the longer paper to be submitted at the end of the term.


