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An election campaign poster for President Bashar al-As-
sad displayed on a ruined shopping mall in the Khalidiya 
district of Homs, shortly after Government forces regained 
control of the area.  Built just before the war, the mall had 
never opened for business. 
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This two-day symposium seeks to address the following questions: How does violence and confl ict not only 
destroy but constitute, design, and organize built environments and infrastructures?  How do we understand 
the urbanization of warfare in relation to urban theory and reconstruction practices? Finally, participants wil l 
be asked to consider the recent warfare in the Middle East, with a special focus on Aleppo, in relation to the 
built environment and the extent to which reconstruction processes can be weaponized. Organized by Nasser 
Rabbat and Deen Sharp.
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