4.622 4.623

ISLAMIC GARDENS AND GEOGRAPHIES

This seminar focuses on the historical geography of Islamic gardens from Andalusia to Southeast Asia, with an
emphasis on the Indian subcontinent. The seminar links garden design with larger scale urban processes and cross-
cultural debates. We begin with garden cosmologies and creation stories, spend most of the semester on the
historical gardens of this world, and conclude with the Islamic paradise gardens at the end of time. We explore
these topics with evidence from archaeological, art historical, landscape architectural, and cartographic sources —
using historical geography as an integrative method. In each case, we consider the contemporary significance of

gardens in heritage conservation and Islamic environmental design.

SPRING 2017 - SA+P

DAY: Tuesday
TIME: 9:00 -12:00
ROOM: 5-216
PROFS? James Wescoat
UNITS & LEVEL: 3-0-9 U/G
ENROLLMENT? Limited to 15
UNDERGRADUATES? Register for 4.622
GRADUATES: Register for 4.623

PERMISSION OF INSTRUCTOR REQUIRED
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