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MEMORANDUM
T0: MIT Faculty
RE: Recommendation of Prof, Mildred s. Dresselhayg
FROM: Killian Faculty Achievement Award Committee:

DATE: May 21, 19g¢
The committes jg extremely Pleased tq recCommend Dr,
Mildred s, Dresselhaus as the Killian Facuity Achievement Awardes

for !98s-g7, Professor Bresseihaus has achieved distinction as
Scientist, teacher, administrator, and Professionga} Colleague,

Prefessicnal and persgnal development of women at MIT, Professor
Dresselhaus WaS 3 founder of the MIT Women’s Forum, which began
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...her consistent support of the women
faculty group at the Institute has made
a significant difference in the lives
of those of us who are women faculty.
She has set for us an example of
excellence in teaching and research and
diligence in pursuing our goals,
combined with a concern that we
maintain a balance between our academic
and personal lives. She is serving as
an excellent role model for both women
and men faculty.2

For a number of years she also led a freshman seminar in
engineering, which, though designed to build confidence in young
women students, drew a large audience of both sexes.

Born in Brooklyn,; New York, Dr. Dresselhaus received
the BA degree from Hunter College and, following a year as a
Fulbright Fellow at Cambridge University, England,; an MA degree
from Radcliffe College and the PhD from the University of Chicage
in 1938. GShe has been a visiting professor at universities in
Brazil, Israel, Japan and Venezuela, and serves on the visiting
committees at The University of California, Berkeley, Harvard,
and the University of Chicago. She is a Fellow of the American
Physical Society and just completed a term as its president. In
this capacity Dr. Dresselhaus found means to initiate a process
of bringing together the variety of frequently diverging
disciplines that have flourished in the scciety over the last
twenty years and of fostering genuine communication among them.

Numerous awards have come to Dr. Dresselhaus
including the Achievement Award in 1977 of the Society of Women
Engineers and Hunter College’s Hall of Fame Award in 1972. GShe
has received honorary degrees from Hunter College, Worcester
Polytechnic Institute, Smith College, and the New Jersey
Institute of Technology.

Mrs. Dresselhaus and her husband have four children
and live in Arlington; and the musician Dresselhaus, as
violinist and violist, is a devoted and skilled player of chamber
music.

The Killian Committee is especially pleased to
recommend Professor Dresselhaus who, through her professiocnal and
her personal lives, gives distinction to MIT, but also human
coherence and purpose. We look forward to hearing from Millie
how she does it, in hopes that some might rub off on the rest of
us!

2letter of nomination from Prof. Karen R. Polenske



